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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies

of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes

during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their

native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes

and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited

to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, Nüümü (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),

Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nüümü terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in

this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more

widely known, place name is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to recognize

the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in anticipation of a

better future.



Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal, local, 

state, and federal government agencies and a 

regional voice for sustainable outdoor recreation in 

California.” 

What is the ESSRP



Town of Mammoth Lakes

• Andrew Mulford – Trails Program Manager

Introductions / Farewells 



Washington Office, USFS 

• Nora Campbell – Associate National 

Recreation Planner; Recreation, Heritage, 

Volunteer Resources 

Introductions / Farewells 



City of Los Angeles

• Steve Baule  – Mayor's Office of Energy 

and Sustainability 

Introductions / Farewells 



ESSRP Hot Links



ESSRP July Meeting

Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday July 3 - ?, 2023 @ 3:30 PM

Monday July 9 - ?, 2023 @ 3:30 PM



The Climate
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The Climate

Approximately 15 miles from the Crane Flat Tioga Gate



The Climate

Tuolumne Meadows: 80% of housing structures have been badly damaged



The Climate
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Snow / Flood / Roads / Fire: Climate Change 



The Climate
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Circulation Draft: Agency Review

 Bureau of Land Management

 CALTRANS

 National Park Service

 U.S. Forest Service

 Alpine County

 ESCOG - February 10

 Current Agreement expires 6/2023

 Agency Technical Concerns

 Prepare Draft for Partner Review

ESSRP: 2023



Comments Incorporated from

 National Park Service

 Alpine County

 ESCOG

 Current Agreement expires 6/2023

ESSRP 2023



Partner Review

 Alpine County

 BLM

 CALTRANS

 City of Bishop

 HT National Forest, USFS

 Inyo County

 Inyo National Forest, USFS

 Mono County

 National Park Service

 Town of Mammoth Lakes 

ESSRP 2023



NON FUNDED CHALLENGE COST SHARE 

AGREEMENT

Between

MONO COUNTY,

AND THE

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA,

And The

USDA, FOREST SERVICE

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST REGION,

INYO NATIONAL FOREST

AND

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION,

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NATIONAL FOREST

ESSRP 2023



ESSRP 2023

Original Signatories – July, 2018

1. Town of Mammoth Lakes

2. Mono County

3. Inyo National Forest

4. Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 



ESSRP 2023

Original Signatories – July, 2018

1. Town of Mammoth Lakes

2. Mono County

3. Inyo National Forest

4. Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 



ESSRP 2023

Current Partners

1. Alpine County

2. BLM

3. CALTRANS

4. City of Bishop

5. HT National Forest, USFS

6. Inyo County

7. Inyo National Forest, USFS

8. Mono County

9. National Park Service

10. Town of Mammoth Lakes 



ESSRP 2023

What’s Different / Why Now

 A simple MOU to accommodate 

present and future partners including 

tribes.

 Establishment of the ESCOG as a 

Joint Powers Authority and its 

“Sustainable Recreation and 

Ecosystem Management Program”

 Completion of pre-COVID 19 NPS 

“Rivers Trails and Conservations 

Assistance Grant”

 Expiration of Current Agreement



ESSRP 2023

What’s Different / Why Now

 Section 2: Plenty of language to 

ensure that the MOU will not cause 

challenges for Federal Agencies, may 

turn out to be optional.

 Decision making process for the 

ESSRP is being developed through a 

governance process.  David Griffith 

has offered to provide some 

examples.

 Consider a provision for non-

participating members.





• A regional voice for Sustainable Recreation and 

Stewardship in the Eastern Sierra

• 21st-century regional recreation identity for the 

Eastern Sierra

• Extensive stakeholder collaboration

• 28 representatives from regional organizations

• 8 facilitated meetings over 14 months



ESSRP 2023



ESSRP 2023



ESSRP 2023



ESSRP 2023

Tribal Consultation Sub Committee

• Lesley Yen, Inyo National Forest

• Jeff Griffiths, Inyo County

• New Members / Next Steps



• Antelope Valley Indian Community (Jerome Fredericks, Chair)

• Bishop Paiute Indian Tribe (Tilford P. Denver, Chair + Gloriana Bailey, Tribal Administrator)

• Bridgeport Indian Colony (John Glazier, Chair + Debbie Painter, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer)

• Fort Independence Tribe of Paiute Indians (Carl Dahlberg, Chair + Alisa Lee, Vice Chair)

• Kawaiisu Tribe of the Tejon Indian Reservation (David Laughing Horse Robinson, Chairperson)

• Kern Valley Indian Community (Robert Robinson, Chairman + Julie Turner, Secretary)

• Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone (Richard Button, Chair + Mary Wuester, Vice Chair + Katherine 

Bancroft, Cultural Resource Officer)

• Timbi-sha Shoshone (George Gholson, Chairman)

• Tubatulabals of Kern Valley (Robert Gomez, Chairman + Darrell Garcia, Vice Chair)

• Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe Benton Paiute Reservation (Shane Saulque, Chair)

• Walker River Paiute (Amber Torres, Chairwoman) 

• Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California (Serrell Smokey, Chair) 

• North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians of California (Fred Beihn, Tribal Chairperson)

ESSRP 2023



Federal & National Updates
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Federal & National Updates



State Updates
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State Updates



STATE: CERF

“Community Economic 

Resiliency Fund”

2023

Our Regional Economic Prosperity



2023

Our Regional Economic Prosperity



FED: CEDS

“Comprehensive 
Economic 
Development 
Strategy”

2023

Our Regional Economic Prosperity



Regional Updates



Regional Updates





Regional Updates



• ESCOG Joint Powers Authority – Elaine Kabala, ESCOG Executive Director

• ESCOG Next Meeting – June 15 in Mammoth Lakes

• Sustainable Recreation + Ecosystem Management Program (SREMP)

• Sustainable Recreation Projects

• BIRPI – Contractor Update

• “Towns to Trails”: Contractor Update

• Ecosystem Management Projects

• ESCCRP: Contractor Update

Regional Updates



• ESCOG Joint Powers Authority – Elaine Kabala, ESCOG Executive Director

• ESCOG Next Meeting – June 15 in Mammoth Lakes

• Sustainable Recreation + Ecosystem Management Program (SREMP)

• Sustainable Recreation Projects
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• Ecosystem Management Projects
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Regional Updates



ESSRP June 2023 Update



Collaborative Planning

78

Eastern Sierra Towns to Trails Plan

• Team and Partnership Establishment

• Stakeholder Kickoff

• Data Collection/Verification

April – June 2023

• Existing Conditions

• Strengths, Weaknesses,       
Opportunities, and Threats

• Potential Gap Closures

• Pilot Projects

July – December 2023



County Stakeholder Kickoffs

Eastern Sierra Towns to Trails Plan

•Scheduling

•Expectations 

•Easy Wins

•Priority Projects

•No-go Areas/Trails

•Gaps Partners Want Closed

Discussion

Mapping



County Stakeholder Kickoffs

Eastern Sierra Towns to Trails Plan

• Alpine County: Thursday June 22, 9:00-11:00AM, Web

• Mono County: Monday June 12, 1:00 -3:00PM, Mammoth

• Inyo County: Wednesday June 14, 830 – 1030AM, Bishop

June Coordination



Timeline

81

Eastern Sierra Towns to Trails Plan

Pre Production

• Team Coordination

• Data Collection

• Document 
Collection

• Communication 
Development

• Blaze/Wayfinding 
Development

Collaborative Planning 
Initiation

• Team and 
Partnership 
Establishment

• Stakeholder Kickoff

• Data Collection

Collaborative Planning 

Phase 1

• County Stakeholder 
Working Groups

• Regional Reporting

Collaborative Planning 

Phase 2

• County Stakeholder 
Working Groups

• Regional Reporting

Ground Truthing & 
Draft Plan

• Ground Truthing 
and Data 
Verification

• County Stakeholder 
Updates

• Draft Plan 
Production

Final Plan & Wrap

• Final Plan

• Data and Posterity

January 2023 - 
March

April - June July – December January 2024 - June July - October
November - 
December



Regional Updates



 Alpine County

 BLM

 CALTRANS

 City of Bishop

 HT National Forest, USFS

 Inyo County

 Inyo National Forest, USFS

 Mono County

 National Park Service

 Town of Mammoth Lakes  

Partner Updates – In Alphabetical Order 



Thank You - ! 

Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday July 3 - ?, 2023 @ 3:30 PM 

Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30
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