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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies

of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes

during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their

native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes

and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited

to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, Nüümü (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),

Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nüümü terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in

this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more

widely known, place name is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to recognize

the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in anticipation of a

better future.



Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal, local, 

state, and federal government agencies and a 

regional voice for sustainable outdoor recreation in 

California.” 

What is the ESSRP



Mono County

• Sandra Moberly – New County 

Administrative Officer

Introductions / Farewells 



Visit California /JLL 

• Bethanie DeRose – Senior Vice President 

Global Tourism & Destination Advisory JLL’s 

Hotels & Hospitality Group 

Introductions / Farewells 



ESSRP 2023



1. Antelope Valley Indian Community (Jerome Fredericks, Chair)

2. Bishop Paiute Indian Tribe (Tilford P. Denver, Chair + Gloriana Bailey, Tribal Administrator)

3. Bridgeport Indian Colony (John Glazier, Chair + Debbie Painter, Tribal Historic Preservation 

Officer)

4. Fort Independence Tribe of Paiute Indians (Carl Dahlberg, Chair + Alisa Lee, Vice Chair)

5. Kawaiisu Tribe of the Tejon Indian Reservation (David Laughing Horse Robinson, Chairperson)

6. Kern Valley Indian Community (Robert Robinson, Chairman + Julie Turner, Secretary)

7. Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone (Richard Button, Chair + Mary Wuester, Vice Chair + Katherine 

Bancroft, Cultural Resource Officer)

8. Timbi-sha Shoshone (George Gholson, Chairman)

9. Tubatulabals of Kern Valley (Robert Gomez, Chairman + Darrell Garcia, Vice Chair)

10. Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe Benton Paiute Reservation (Shane Saulque, Chair)

11. Walker River Paiute (Amber Torres, Chairwoman) 

12. Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California (Serrell Smokey, Chair) 

13. North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians of California (Fred Beihn, Tribal Chairperson)

ESSRP 2023



ESSRP 2023

1. Alpine County

2. BLM

3. CALTRANS

4. City of Bishop

5. HT National Forest, USFS

6. Inyo County

7. Inyo National Forest, USFS

8. Mono County

9. National Park Service

10.Town of Mammoth Lakes 



ESSRP Hot Links
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Visit California's Regional Strategic Tourism Plans 

• A regional voice for Sustainable Recreation and 

Stewardship in the Eastern Sierra

• 21st-century regional recreation identity for the 

Eastern Sierra

• Extensive stakeholder collaboration

• 28 representatives from regional organizations

• 8 facilitated meetings over 14 months
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Visit California's Regional Strategic Tourism Plans 

Presentation



ESCCRP: Accelerator Updates
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ESCCRP: Accelerator Updates

Environmental Analysis

• NEPA work is in full swing, aim to survey 10k acres this summer.

• Botany, heritage field crews are working steadily along with INF 

& Whitebark Foresters, wildlife biologists, hydrologists out & about in the 

project area.

ESCCRP (Guinea Pigs!) is piloting several different efforts 

• This is one of the largest landscape scale projects in the State.

• Kodama log vault to store long term Carbon

• LiDAR AI Tools

• GHG AWE



ESCCRP: Accelerator Updates



ESCCRP: Accelerator Updates

Heritage Implementation Plan

• New tool under the new National Phasing PA for section 106 compliance from 

the USFS Washington Office



ESCCRP: Accelerator Updates
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ESCCRP: Accelerator Updates

Heritage Implementation Plan - Update

• Inyo NF was one of the first forests in the nation to try using this tool and the 

Forest has gained accolades for their work. Cited as a national example for 

forests intending to use these tools. 

• Recent concern from regional tribes about this new tool to perform section 

106 compliance has recently been brought to our attention.

• Inyo NF has invested more effort to honor heritage resources than they ever 

before, yet the efforts have still come up short.

• Whitebark is working closely with Inyo NF to better understand tribal  

concerns and work to find solutions. Certainly have some lessons to share with 

you all for your projects when we come out the other end.



ESCCRP: Accelerator Updates

Those of us working in the pace & 

scale game, need to keep at the 

forefront of our minds how to 

work with tribes to better 

understand their needs. And work 

alongside them and with the State 

to bring essential financial 

resources or whatever is needed 

to keep their participation, 

engagement and support.



STATE: CERF

“Community Economic 

Resiliency Fund”

2023

Interactive CERF
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Interactive CERF

CERF Interactive

Exercise
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Federal & National Updates

Washington Office, USFS 

• Nora Campbell – Associate National 

Recreation Planner; Recreation, Heritage, 

Volunteer Resources 
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FED: CEDS

“Comprehensive 
Economic 
Development 
Strategy”

2023

Regional Updates
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• ESCOG Joint Powers Authority – Elaine Kabala, ESCOG Executive Director

• ESCOG Meetings

• June 15 in Mammoth Lakes: Actions

• Next Meeting: August 17 

• Sustainable Recreation + Ecosystem Management Program (SREMP)

• Sustainable Recreation Projects

• BIRPI – Contractor Update

• “Towns to Trails”: Contractor Update

• Ecosystem Management Projects

• ESCCRP: Contractor Update

Regional Updates



• Approve Modification of Amendment USFS Collection Agreement Between the ESCOG 

and the U.S. Forest Service Inyo National Forest

• Receive a Presentation from Mammoth Lakes Housing

• Receive a Presentation from Neil Peacock, Supervising Transportation Planner, Caltrans, 

re: a Reconnecting Communities/Highways to Boulevards grant via ESCOG

• Receive a CERF Update from Stacy Corless, Government and Community Affairs Director, 

Sierra Business Council

• Ratify Agreement with the Sierra Business Council for the Purpose of the Community 

Economic Resiliency Fund (CERF)

• Approve Fiscal Year 2023-2024 ESCOG Budget

• Approve Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership Memorandum of 

Understanding and Authorize the Chair to Sign

• Update from Eastern Sierra Regional Broadband Coordinator Scott Armstrong

Regional Updates



• ESCOG Joint Powers Authority – Elaine Kabala, ESCOG Executive Director

• ESCOG Meetings

• June 15 in Mammoth Lakes: Actions

• Next Meeting: August 17 

• Sustainable Recreation + Ecosystem Management Program (SREMP)

• Sustainable Recreation Projects

• BIRPI – Contractor Update

• “Towns to Trails”: Contractor Update

• Ecosystem Management Projects

• ESCCRP: Contractor Update

Regional Updates



ESSRP June 2023 Update



County Stakeholder Kickoffs

Eastern Sierra Towns to Trails Plan

• Alpine County: Thursday June 22, 9:00-11:00AM, Web

• Mono County: Monday June 12, 1:00 -3:00PM, Mammoth

• Inyo County: Wednesday June 14, 830 – 1030AM, Bishop

June Coordination



Eastern Sierra Towns to Trails Plan



Collaborative Planning

89

Eastern Sierra Towns to Trails Plan

• Team and Partnership Establishment

• Stakeholder Kickoff

• Data Collection/Verification

April – June 2023

• Existing Conditions

• Strengths, Weaknesses,       
Opportunities, and Threats

• Potential Gap Closures

• Pilot Projects

July – December 2023



Timeline

90

Eastern Sierra Towns to Trails Plan

Pre Production

• Team Coordination

• Data Collection

• Document 
Collection

• Communication 
Development

• Blaze/Wayfinding 
Development

Collaborative Planning 
Initiation

• Team and 
Partnership 
Establishment

• Stakeholder Kickoff

• Data Collection

Collaborative Planning 

Phase 1

• County Stakeholder 
Working Groups

• Regional Reporting

Collaborative Planning 

Phase 2

• County Stakeholder 
Working Groups

• Regional Reporting

Ground Truthing & 
Draft Plan

• Ground Truthing 
and Data 
Verification

• County Stakeholder 
Updates

• Draft Plan 
Production

Final Plan & Wrap

• Final Plan

• Data and Posterity

January 2023 - 
March

April - June July – December January 2024 - June July - October
November - 
December



Regional Updates



 Town of Mammoth Lakes

 National Park Service

 Mono County

 Inyo National Forest, USFS

 Inyo County

 HT National Forest, USFS

 City of Bishop

 CALTRANS

 BLM

 Alpine County   

Partner Updates – In REVERSE Alphabetical Order 



Thank You - ! 

Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday August 7, 2023 @ 3:30 PM 

Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30
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