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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies

of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes

during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their

native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes

and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited

to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, Nüümü (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),

Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nüümü terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in

this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more

widely known, place name is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to recognize

the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in anticipation of a

better future.



Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal, local, 

state, and federal government agencies and a 

regional voice for sustainable outdoor recreation in 

California.” 

What is the ESSRP



Introductions / Farewells 

Manzanar National Historic Site, NPS 

• Introducing

• Nichole Andler, Acting Superintendent 
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Manzanar National Historic Site, NPS 

• Farewell

• Brenda Ling, Superintendent 



Hot Links



Rural Western Communities Rooted in the Stewardship Economy  





Center for American Progress | Leveraging Investment into Rural Prosperity

Federal Interagency Thriving Communities Network



Federal Interagency Thriving Communities Network



Center for American Progress 

Geography is not Dead

The “Three Wests” Still Explains 
Economic Divergence



Center for American Progress 

Geography is not Dead

The “Three Wests” Still Explains 
Economic Divergence



Center for American Progress 

The Zoom workforce 
hasn’t gone far

But the urban economy 
has a broader reach



Center for American Progress

Rural Economy 
Remains 

“Extractive”

Value doesn’t 
translate into local 

prosperity

Federal Interagency Thriving 

Communities Network



Coal deliveries from mines in Big Horn County, MT are 
expected to decline



Montana could export more energy in 2050 than it 
did in 2020



Montana could export more energy in 2050 than it 
did in 2020



Airports Air Service





Backcountry skiing Bicycling
Camping, 
backpacking, and 
primitive camping

Cross-country 
skiing

Downhill skiing Driving for pleasure Fishing
Gathering forest 
products

Hiking/walking Horseback riding Hunting
Motorized trail 
activities

Other snow 
activities

Picnicking Rock climbing
Viewing natural 
features and 
wildlife

Visiting historic sites 
and nature centers

Water-based 
activities

Wellness

Recreational Activities



• Ecosystem services provide 

approximately $43.6 to 

$190.9 billion in benefits, with 

an average value of $95.4 

billion, annually.

• Largest value from carbon 

storage and water 

resources.

• Desert shrubland and 

coniferous forest provide 

largest benefits.

Natural Capital Assessment - Results



 $-  $20,000,000,000  $40,000,000,000  $60,000,000,000  $80,000,000,000  $100,000,000,000

Water quality: $38 
billion

Recreation and 
tourism: $2 billion

Water regulation: 
$10 billion

Waste treatment: 
$4 billion

Carbon storage: 
$40 billion

Natural Capital Assessment - Results



THE STEWARDSHIP 
ECONOMY

Nils D. Christofferson | Executive Director | Wallowa 
Resources



An integration and synthesis 
of rural economic 

development models centered 
on the unique attributes of 

place and aligning investment 
with opportunities that deliver 

triple-bottom-line results.

The Stewardship 
Economy model

Agrarian

Recreation

restoration

innovation



Cornerstones of a Stewardship Economy

Land & Water 
Stewardship

Value-Added 
Business

Access to 
Capital

Education, 
Training, 
R&D

Legislative 
Policy 
Framework



Building a Stewardship Economy - 
Insights from Community Innovation in 

the Rural American West

EXAMPLES ACROSS 
THE WEST



Heather Cox Richardson: Letters from an American Nov. 2, 2023 

President Joe 

Biden, Speaker 

Mike Johnson, and 

the Farm Bill 



 Town of Mammoth Lakes

 National Park Service

 Mono County

 Inyo National Forest, USFS

 Inyo County

 HT National Forest, USFS

 City of Bishop

 CALTRANS

 BLM

 Alpine County   

Partner Updates – In REVERSE Alphabetical Order 



Climate Whiplash



Climate Whiplash
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Climate Whiplash



1. Antelope Valley Indian Community (Jerome Fredericks, Chair)

2. Big Pine Paiute Tribe (Cheyenne Stone, Tribal Chair)

3. Bishop Paiute Indian Tribe (Meryl Picard, Chair + Gloriana Bailey, Tribal Administrator)

4. Bridgeport Indian Colony (John Glazier, Chair + Debbie Painter, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer)

5. Fort Independence Tribe of Paiute Indians (Carl Dahlberg, Chair + Alisa Lee, Vice Chair)

6. Hung A Lel Ti (Irvin Jim, Chairman)

7. Kawaiisu Tribe of the Tejon Indian Reservation (David Laughing Horse Robinson, Chairperson)

8. Kern Valley Indian Community (Robert Robinson, Chairman + Julie Turner, Secretary)

9. Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone (Richard Button, Chair + Mary Wuester, Vice Chair + Katherine Bancroft, 

Cultural Resource Officer)

10. Timbi-sha Shoshone (George Gholson, Chairman)

11. Tubatulabals of Kern Valley (Robert Gomez, Chairman + Darrell Garcia, Vice Chair)

12. Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe Benton Paiute Reservation (Shane Saulque, Chair)

13. Walker River Paiute (Amber Torres, Chairwoman) 

14. Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California (Serrell Smokey, Chair) 

15. North Fork Rancheria of  Mono Indians of California (Fred Beihn, Tribal Chairperson)

ESSRP MOU - Updates



ESSRP MOU - Updates

From John Dayberry, in Alpine County:

“I am asking Irvin Jim to reach out to Big Pine, Benton, Bridgeport and Lone Pine through his ITCC 

(Inter-Tribal Calif. Council) group to get Tribal interest and a working group for the ESSRP.

“The State Parks at Grover Hot Springs is planning on starting a Snowshoe/XC grooming system at the 

park. I am hoping to help develop this and expand the Hung A Lel Ti participation through various 

events and venues. Grover HS is the historic site where the John C. Fremont/Kit Carson Expedition were 

directed by the Washoe to "Carson Pass" where they intercepted the Washoe snowshoe trail that led to the 

Jan/Feb salmon run on the American River which was destroyed by settlers and development. 

“Please let me know what Tribal representatives you are working with and Irvin and I will try and rally the 

rest of the Numu. My goal is to form a Native Youth network so that we can get these groups together and 

do outings together. This will be like a Native Stewardship bootcamp...but really fun. Thanks for your efforts 

and let me know who's who South of here.”



1. Alpine County

2. BLM

3. CALTRANS

4. City of Bishop

5. ESCOG

6. HT National Forest, USFS

7. Inyo County

8. Inyo National Forest, USFS

9. LADWP

10. Mono County

11. National Park Service

12. Town of Mammoth Lakes 

ESSRP MOU - Updates



ESSRP MOU - Updates

Hi John,

Just a quick note to let you know that I’ve elevated consideration 
for LADWP’s participation in ESSRP as an MOU partner to our 
Sustainability office in LA. I took the liberty of offering to arrange 
a presentation by your team to answer any question they might 
have. I’ll let you know as soon as I hear anything.
Sorry I couldn’t make the last meeting but I’ll sign on next week. 

Hope you are doing well.

Best,

Elsa



ESSRP MOU - Updates



Federal & National Updates
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Federal & National Updates



November 17

11 Calendar Days from Today

Federal & National Updates



STATE: CERF

“Community Economic 

Resiliency Fund”

2023

State Updates 



State Updates



State Updates



“Thank you to everyone who attended last 

week's HRTC meeting (Friday, October 27), 

we loved the opportunity to see many of you 

in person, and we got a lot of important 

feedback on critical items.”

State Updates



“Please note we are moving our November Office Hours 

meeting to one week later than originally scheduled. The new 

time is Wednesday November 15th, at 12:00 p.m. Our 

apologies for this scheduling change, the meeting will be 

recorded and we will circulate the recording with everyone on 

this list. Meeting details for this will be shared next week.

“Our next HRTC meeting will be on Friday December 15th, at 

9:30 a.m. We will have an in-person option at Mother Lode Job 

Training in Sonora, with a virtual attendance option similar to 

last week's meeting.”

State Updates



Follow ups from October 27 HRTC Meeting

• Click here for the Meeting Feedback form. Use this to share your 

thoughts on how the meeting went or could've been improved. (5 

Questions, 3-5 minutes.)

• Click here for the CBO Impact Survey. This survey will help SBC 

understand what organizations and stakeholder groups have existing 

capacity in the Eastern Sierra, and to demonstrate capacity building 

needs to the state Inter-Agency Team. (8 Questions, 3-5 minutes.)

State Updates

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccA8G1yfEp1M5JyaHJyL9w_bxQf-9MYHPg9So4E1IzMk2O0g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccA8G1yfEp1M5JyaHJyL9w_bxQf-9MYHPg9So4E1IzMk2O0g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8YK6Q8H
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8YK6Q8H


• Click here for the 5 Sector Survey. Note this survey is duplicative of 

the Menti survey questions asked live during the meeting. Use this if 

you were unable to attend and would like to provide feedback on the 

Industry Sectors, or if you have additional input you would like to add. 

(4 Questions, 5-10 minutes.) For context around the questions, please 

reference the meeting recording or slide deck below, or reach out to 

us for clarification.

• Click here for the Project Tracking Form. Please note this is not an 

application form, it is to inventory possible projects for later HRTC 

decision making.

State Updates

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4H3wYwo_1N8BHjijHLFewSxoYlOAW2Z8DpBEZCMuQStJnfg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4H3wYwo_1N8BHjijHLFewSxoYlOAW2Z8DpBEZCMuQStJnfg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1t7YCBkWHMbscwxM8Svv8XjgRuXMRmBQLXHiTZbZPTryBfw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1t7YCBkWHMbscwxM8Svv8XjgRuXMRmBQLXHiTZbZPTryBfw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Additional Items from October 27 HRTC Meeting

• Click here to view Friday's Meeting Minutes - October 27 HRTC 

Meeting

• Click here to view Friday's Slide Presentation - October 27 HRTC 

Meeting

• Click here to view a recording of the Meeting - October 27 HRTC 

Meeting

State Updates

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qFNv-uFPIFdjgN8udv3a1tZUyfcMQX6W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qFNv-uFPIFdjgN8udv3a1tZUyfcMQX6W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1du6VsppdklI61CIOdKQAO6p-LsMGI196/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1du6VsppdklI61CIOdKQAO6p-LsMGI196/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/s6DriaRMby4
https://youtu.be/s6DriaRMby4
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State Updates

Upcoming:

CALFIRE

• Forest Health Grants

• DRAFT 2023/2024 Grant 

Guidelines

• Comments due Nov. 7

Task Force

• Follow up with “Joint 

Strategy for Sustainable 

Outdoor Recreation & 

Wildfire Resilience” Key 

Working Group



State Updates
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State Updates
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Regional Updates
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Regional Updates



Stakeholder Meeting 2 | November 2023

Regional UpdatesRegional Updates



Regional UpdatesBIRPI – In Person Stakeholder Meetings



Study 
Area

84

Buttermilk Infrastructure and Recreation Planning Initiative



Public 
Input 
Map

85

Buttermilk Infrastructure and Recreation Planning Initiative



86

Buttermilk Infrastructure and Recreation Planning Initiative

Buttermilk Road
Camping
Climbing Rangers
Collaboration
Education
Habitat 
Destruction
Maintenance & 
Staffing
Overcrowding
Parking 
Trails
Tribal Involvement
Wildfires 



Regional Updates
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Regional Updates

Site Visit: October 17 – 20

• Mono County Campgrounds

• Lee Vining

• Inyo County Campgrounds

• Grays + Onion Valley



Regional Updates

Site Visit: October 17 – 20

• Mono County Campgrounds
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Regional Updates



• ESCOG Joint Powers Authority – Elaine Kabala, ESCOG Executive Director

• ESCOG Meetings

• Next Meeting: December 14th

Regional Updates



• ESCOG Joint Powers Authority – Elaine Kabala, ESCOG Executive Director

• Sustainable Recreation + Ecosystem Management Program (SREMP)

• Sustainable Recreation Projects

• “BIRPI” – Contractor Update

• The toilet was installed on October 27 and is demonstrating value. 

Many thanks again to our partners on that one.

• 2nd public meeting on November 2. Well attended, with strong support 

for better education on appropriate behavior within the landscape and 

the need for better coordination of land managers and stakeholder 

groups.

Regional Updates
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• ESCOG Joint Powers Authority – Elaine Kabala, ESCOG Executive Director

• Sustainable Recreation + Ecosystem Management Program (SREMP)

• Sustainable Recreation Projects

• “BIRPI” – Contractor Update

• The toilet was installed on October 27 and is demonstrating value. 

Many thanks again to our partners on that one.

• 2nd public meeting on November 2. Well attended, with strong support 

for better education on appropriate behavior within the landscape and 

the need for better coordination of land managers and stakeholder 

groups.

• “Towns to Trails” - Contractor Update

• Consultants are working through public input. Agency meetings to be 

scheduled. See everyone in 2024.

Regional Updates



FED: CEDS

“Comprehensive 
Economic 
Development 
Strategy”

2023

Regional Updates



Regional Updates



• ESCOG Joint Powers Authority – Elaine Kabala, ESCOG Executive Director

• Sustainable Recreation + Ecosystem Management Program (SREMP)

• Sustainable Recreation Projects

• “Towns to Trails” - Contractor Update

• BIRPI – Contractor Update

• Ecosystem Management Projects

• ESCCRP- Contractor Update

• ESCOG Meetings

• Next Meeting: October 19th 

Regional Updates



Regional Updates







Regional Updates

Whitebark is finalizing an important  Environmental 

Assessment of the NEPA (National Environmental Policy 

Act) process with the goal of publishing a draft on 

November 16, 2023.  



Regional Updates

Whitebark is finalizing an important  Environmental 

Assessment of the NEPA (National Environmental Policy 

Act) process with the goal of publishing a draft on 

November 16, 2023.  

Informed, thoughtful and the widest possible range of 

comments will be welcomed!



Thank You - ! 

Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday December 4, 2023 @ 3:30 PM 

Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30
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