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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies
of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes

during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their
native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes
and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited
to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, Nüümü (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),

Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nüümü terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in
this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more

widely known, place name is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to 
recognize the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in 

anticipation of a better future.



Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal, 
local, state, and federal government agencies 
and a regional voice for sustainable outdoor 

recreation in California.” 

What is the ESSRP



Welcome and Housekeeping



Welcome and Housekeeping



Welcome and Housekeeping



Welcome and Housekeeping



Welcome and Housekeeping



Hot Links January 6, 2025
• What is the ESSRP

• Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP)
• Review the critical documents of the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership
• Origin Story

• Inyo National Forest Land Management Plan
• Eastern Sierra Recreation Collaborative

• Welcome + Housekeeping
• Jonathan Changus, Director of External Affairs, Visit California
• Regional Strategic Tourism Plans

• Housekeeping
• SCALE Grant Application on behalf of ESSRP Awarded

• Headlines of Interest
• Here’s how California’s snowpack is shaping up so far
• Sierra snowpack sees promising start but California’s water fortunes have ‘a long way until 

April’
• Map shows surprising place that gets the most snow in California
• California typically sees its wettest weather now. Are storms on the horizon?
• One Ski Resort’s Long-Shot Bet to Survive Low Snowfall and Devastating Wildfires



Welcome and Housekeeping

Visit California

• Jonathan Changus, Director of 
External Affairs, Visit California
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MLTPA Foundation

• Recreate Responsibly 
California Coordinator, MLTPA 
Project Specialist 
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Kaela Frank, Project Navigator



Kaela Frank, Project Navigator
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Federal Updates

Increased Access
• Prioritizing better access to public lands and waters for diverse recreational 

activities, creating more opportunities for outdoor experiences.

Technology Modernization
• Enhancing visitor experiences through increased broadband availability, digital 

recreation passes, and improved data collection systems.

Streamlined Permitting
• Reducing permitting fees and simplifying processes for small businesses like 

guides and outfitters who rely on public land access.

Infrastructure Investments
• Funding restoration and modernization projects for campgrounds, trails, and 

other recreational facilities on public lands.



Federal Updates

Long-Distance Trails
• Promoting the creation of new long-distance biking trails through the "Biking on 

Long-Distance Trails (BOLT) Act”

Inclusivity
• Emphasizing accessibility for people with disabilities, veterans, and youth by 

creating more inclusive outdoor spaces and programs

Gateway Community Support
• Addressing housing shortages and infrastructure challenges in communities 

surrounding public lands to foster sustainable economic development

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP)
• Codifying the ORLP program to provide grant funding for developing parks and 

trails in underserved communities



Federal Updates

Rock Climbing Protection
• Safeguarding rock climbing access in iconic wilderness areas

Management Improvements
• Providing land managers with new tools to manage recreation on public lands 

sustainably.



Federal Updates

Key points about the EXPLORE Act

• Focuses on improving public land access 
and infrastructure for a wide range of 
outdoor recreation activities

• Aims to enhance visitor experiences 
through technology upgrades and 
streamlined processes

• Prioritizes inclusivity by improving 
accessibility for people with disabilities 
and underrepresented communities

• Includes provisions to support local 
communities impacted by outdoor 
recreation 
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Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Projects

Updates from Sierra Jobs First

Kaela Frank, Project Navigator

Industry Sector: Sustainable 
Recreation and Tourism

• Catalyst RFP Closed- Nearly 50 
Projects Submitted!

• Next Steps and Important Dates 
for Catalyst Funding

• Recap: Year-end Governing 
Council Meeting December 17
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Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Projects

NOTE

January 9 notifications 

have been bumped to 

January 10 in respect to 

the passing of President 

Jimmy Carter.



Partner Updates – In Alphabetical Order 

 Town of Mammoth Lakes
 National Park Service
 Mono County
 Inyo National Forest, USFS
 Inyo County
 HT National Forest, USFS
 ESCOG
 City of Bishop
 CALTRANS 
 Alpine County



Thank You - ! 
Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday, February 3, 2025 @ 3:30

Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30


