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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies
of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes
during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their

native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes

and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited

to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, NGumu (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),
Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nilimi terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in
this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more
widely known, place name is Payahuunadu (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to
recognize the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in
anticipation of a better future.



What is the ESSRP

v

EASTERN SIERRA

Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal,
local, state, and federal government agencies
and a regional voice for sustainable outdoor
recreation in California.”
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On behalf of Sierra Institute, we are pleased to inform you that your organization has been selected to receive a
grant in the amount of $9,993.00 for the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership's capacity-building
activities. This grant reflects our commitment to fostering collaborative capacity and recognizes the outstanding

work your organization does to advance these goals.

We will be in touch with you after the new year to discuss next steps, but wanted to inform you prior to the holidays.
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Hot Links January 6, 2025

What is the ESSRP
 Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP)
* Review the critical documents of the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership

* Origin Story
* Inyo National Forest Land Management Plan
 Eastern Sierra Recreation Collaborative
Welcome + Housekeeping
« Jonathan Changus, Director of External Affairs, Visit California
» Regional Strategic Tourism Plans
Housekeeping
« SCALE Grant Application on behalf of ESSRP Awarded
Headlines of Interest
* Here's how California’s snowpack is shaping up so far
« Sierra snowpack sees promising start but California’s water fortunes have ‘a long way until
April’
* Map shows surprising place that gets the most snow in California

« California typically sees its wettest weather now. Are storms on the horizon?
« One Ski Resort's Long-Shot Bet to Survive Low Snowfall and Devastating Wildfires
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Visit California

« Jonathan Changus, Director of

ViSit* External Affairs, Visit California

“
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MLTPA Foundation

* Recreate Responsibly
California Coordinator, MLTPA
Project Specialist












Headlines of Interest

€he New 1Jork Times

SQUARE FEET

One Ski Resort’s Long-Shot Bet to

Survive Low Snowfall and Devastating
Wildfires

The closest ski hill to Los Angeles recently sold to an investment
group with big plans. But can those ideas work amid catastrophic
climate threats that continue to plague the mountain?






















Headlines of Interest

Douglas County Comprehensive Trails Plan

Douglas County implemented its initial Comprehensive Trails Plan in 2003, aiming to
establish a framework for trail development and connectivity. The new plan has been
finalized and utilized to ensure it remains relevant and responsive to the changing
needs and preferences of the community.

The Douglas County Comprehensive Trails Plan 2023 offers a vision for a trail system that
connects Douglas County residents and visitors to each other and their natural
environment. The plan is more than “lines on a map” - it demonstrates how a county-wide
system of pathways and trails can promote quality of life, economic development, and
resilience.

The Plan is a blueprint, informed by public priorities, that will guide the County and its
partners as they design, fund, build, and maintain a high-quality system of routes and
trails over time.



















California Updates

fLos Angeles Times
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California Updates

“If someone went and bulldozed the Vatican, that would be the

equivalent of desecrating this desert for us,” said Donald Medart, a

council member of the Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe.


































California Updates

Gov. Gavin Newsom is planning to give his State of the State speech
before President-elect Donald Trump takes office on Jan. 20, making
it the soonest he has ever delivered the address as governor of
California.

Newsom confirmed to reporters last week that he plans to combine his
annual State of the State speech with his January budget
presentation, which is due by Friday, Jan. 10. Twice a year, the
governor provides the budget update that includes the state's
spending plan and financial condition to prepare for the upcoming
fiscal year. He had signaled in early December that doing the address

and the presentation together would be an effort to intentionally

provide the updates before Trump takes office.
























California Updates

California Jobs First: State
Launches First-of-its-Kind

Council to Create Thousands of
More Jobs Across All Regions




California Updates

Co-chaired by Dee Dee Myers, Senior Advisor to Governor Newsom and Director of the Governor's Office of

Business & Economic Development, and Stewart Knox, Secretary of Labor & Workforce Development, the
California Jobs First Council will bring together various state entities, including:

Director of the Governor’s Office of Planning & Research: promoting alignment with General Plan
guidelines and land use policies

Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency: representing nature-based solutions and clean
energy industries

Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture: representing the agriculture
industry

Secretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency: representing the circular economy

Secretary of the California Health & Human Services Agency: representing the healthcare
industry and promoting jobs for disabled and disadvantaged workers

Secretary of the California Department of Veterans Affairs: representing the more than 1.6 million
former service members that reside in the state
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Federal Updates

Outdoor Industry Association (OIA) is applauding the bipartisan reauthorization of the
Economic Development Administration (EDA). The EDA, a federal agency focused on
promoting economic growth and job creation in communities across the country, plays a
crucial role in supporting the outdoor recreation economy. For the first time, the just-
passed reauthorization bill designates recreation as a priority for EDA funding, giving it
special consideration when awarding infrastructure grants through the Public Works
Program. Outdoor recreation is a vital driver of the U.S. economy, contributing 2.3% of GDP

and generating $1.2 trillion in gross economic output in 2023.









Federal Updates

Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR) applauds the House and Senate passage of the Thomas R.

Carper Water Resources Development Act of 2024, which includes language reauthorizing the
Economic Development Administration (EDA) for the first time in two decades. This landmark
legislation not only modernizes EDA's authority to strengthen local economies, but also acknowledges
the significance of outdoor recreation as an economic driver for rural communities for the first time and
explicitly authorizes outdoor recreation projects as an eligible use of EDA funding. This is a major
achievement for rural communities and their resiliency, small businesses, job creation, economic

development nationwide, and a strengthened commitment to the great outdoors.



Federal Updates

The Economic Development Reauthorization Act of 2024 sets a new precedent by recognizing outdoor
recreation as a cornerstone of the rural economy. It mandates prioritization in funding opportunities for
infrastructure grants within the EDA’s public works program to support outdoor recreation. This

legislation will grow the public works program’s funding for communities to invest in recreation
infrastructure such as boat ramps, trails, and campgrounds. These investments are critical for the
expansion of Main Street economies, ensuring a sustainable economic future and enhancing the quality
of life for residents across the nation.







Federal Updates

S. 4367, the “Thomas R. Carper Water Resources Development Act of 2024,”
which authorizes construction of Army Corps of Engineers water resources
projects for flood risk management, navigation, hurricane and storm damage

risk reduction, and ecosystem restoration; modifies previously authorized

projects; and contains other water related provisions.

Thank you to Senators Carper, Capito, Kelly and Cramer, and Representatives

Sam Graves, Rick Larsen, Napolitano and Rouzer for their leadership.







Federal Updates

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR) celebrates the U.S. Senate’s historic
passage of the Expanding Public Lands Outdoor Recreation Experiences (EXPLORE) Act, a
groundbreaking bipartisan achievement that cements the outdoor recreation industry as a cornerstone

of America’s economy and a necessity to quality of life for all Americans. The legislation passed the
House in April and now advances to the President’s desk to be signed into law.










Federal Updates

Increased Access

* Prioritizing better access to public lands and waters for diverse recreational
activities, creating more opportunities for outdoor experiences.

echnology Modernization
« Enhancing visitor experiences through increased broadband availability, digital
recreation passes, and improved data collection systems.

Streamlined Permitting
 Reducing permitting fees and simplifying processes for small businesses like
guides and outfitters who rely on public land access.

Infrastructure Investments
 Funding restoration and modernization projects for campgrounds, trails, and
other recreational facilities on public lands.



Federal Updates

Long-Distance Trails

« Promoting the creation of new long-distance biking trails through the "Biking on
Long-Distance Trails (BOLT) Act”

Inclusivity

« Emphasizing accessibility for people with disabilities, veterans, and youth by
creating more inclusive outdoor spaces and programs

Gateway Community Support
« Addressing housing shortages and infrastructure challenges in communities
surrounding public lands to foster sustainable economic development

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP)

+ Coditying the ORLP program to provide grant funding for developing parks and
trails in underserved communities



Federal Updates
Rock Climbing Protection

« Safeguarding rock climbing access in iconic wilderness areas

* Providing land managers with new tools to manage recreation on public lands
sustainably.



Federal Updates
Key points about the EXPLORE Act

* Focuses on improving public land access
and infrastructure for a wide range of
outdoor recreation activities

« Aims to enhance visitor experiences
through technology upgrades and
streamlined processes

* Prioritizes inclusivity by improving
accessibility for people with disabilities
and underrepresented communities

* Includes provisions to support local
communities impacted by outdoor

recreation









Federal Updates

H.R. 6492, the “Expanding Public Lands Outdoor Recreation Experiences
Act” or the “EXPLORE Act,” which improves recreation opportunities on,

and facilitates greater access to, Federal public lands;

Thank you to Representatives Westerman, Grijalva, Curtis, Neguse,

Lamborn, Barragan, Moylan, Peltola, Carl, Susie Lee, Radewagen, Porter,
Wittman, Sablan, Kiggans, Dingell, Collins, Leger Fernandez, Levin and

Case, and Senators Manchin and Barrasso for their leadership.




Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Projects

Updates from Sierra Jobs First

Kaela Frank, Project Navigator

ndustry Sector: Sustainable
Recreation and Tourism

» Catalyst RFP Closed- Nearly 50
Projects Submitted!

* Next Steps and Important Dates
for Catalyst Funding

* Recap: Year-end Governing
Council Meeting December 17
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Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Projects
NOTE

January 9 notifications

have been bumped to

January 10 iR elclelte

the passing of President

Jimmy Carter.



Partner Updates — In Alphabetical Order

= Town of Mammoth Lakes

= National Park Service

= Mono County

* |nyo National Forest, USFS
* |nyo County

= HT National Forest, USFS
= ESCOG

= City of Bishop

= CALTRANS

= Alpine County




Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30

Thank You - !

Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting
Monday, February 3, 2025 @ 3:30




