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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies
of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes

during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their
native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes
and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited
to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, Nüümü (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),

Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nüümü terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in
this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more

widely known, place name is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to 
recognize the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in 

anticipation of a better future.



Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal, 
local, state, and federal government agencies 
and a regional voice for sustainable outdoor 

recreation in California.” 

What is the ESSRP
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Our Situational Awareness
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Inyo National Forest

• Matthew Bokach - Acting Forest 
Supervisor
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Sierra Business Council

• Jillian Pape - Sierra Jobs First 
Program Assistant 
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MLTPA Foundation

• Andie Stewart - Research and Policy 
Analyst



Welcome and Housekeeping

MLTPA Foundation

• Chelsea Taylor - Recreate 
Responsibly California Coordinator, 
MLTPA Project Specialist 
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Hot Links February 3, 2025

• What is the ESSRP
• Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP)
• Review the critical documents of the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership
• Origin Story

• Inyo National Forest Land Management Plan
• Eastern Sierra Recreation Collaborative

• Welcome + Housekeeping
• Welcome

• Matthew Bokach - Acting Forest Supervisor, Inyo National Forest
• Jillian Pape - Sierra Jobs First Program Assistant, Sierra Business Council
• Andie Stewart - Research and Policy Analyst at MLTPA

• Housekeeping
• ESSRP MOU + SCALE Grant

• SCALE Grant Application on behalf of ESSRP Awarded
• Headlines of Interest

• The Weather
• 6-Day Forecast Precipitation
• NWSRenoBriefingRoom
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“Between 1990 and 2020 
nearly 45% of homes built 

in CA were in “wildland-
urban interface”. 

Although these areas 
account for less than 7% 

of CA’s landmass, they 
accounted for more than 

80% of the structures 
destroyed by wildfires 

between 1985 and 2013.”
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Immigration
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Tariffs
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Purges
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Data
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Freeze and Buy Outs
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Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal, 
local, state, and federal government agencies 
and a regional voice for sustainable outdoor 

recreation in California.” 
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Headlines of Interest

FOFA codifies emergency authorities to increase the pace and scale of 
management. Without these tools, completing a single forest management project 
takes 3 to 5 years. With them, land managers can act immediately.  FOFA expands 
existing categorical exclusions to meet the scale of this crisis. If agencies wanted to 

treat an area roughly the size of the Palisades Fire, they would need 8 separate 
CEs. Under FOFA, they would only need 2.
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Outdoor Alliance has educated the outdoor community and lawmakers on 
why fires have become more severe and on how wildfire affects outdoor 

recreation, including better forest management prescribed burns, better pay 
for firefighters, and post-fire recovery. This work must be carefully planned in 

a way that protects outdoor recreation and other public lands values.
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Public lands provide valuable ecosystem services like clean air and water, are 
a large source of government revenue, form the foundation of the $1.2 

trillion outdoor recreation economy, and are instrumental to the well-being 
of local communities across the country. National Parks, National Forests, 
BLM lands, and Wildlife Refuges are invaluable for the climbing, hiking, 

camping, paddling, mountain biking, and skiing opportunities they provide. 



Headlines of Interest

The House Rules package, passed in early January, included a provision to 
make it easier to transfer or sell off public lands. This provision, a replica of a 

land transfer provision included in 2017 and again in 2023, is a statement 
that the House is open to seeing public lands sold off during this Congress.
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The Green Tape Elimination Act which would exempt hazardous fuel 
reduction activities on federal lands from federal regulations for a decade. 

Those regulations include the National Environmental Policy Act, 
Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act, Clean Air Act, 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and Migratory Bird Conservation Act.



Headlines of Interest

The Green Tape Elimination Act which would exempt hazardous fuel 
reduction activities on federal lands from federal regulations for a decade. 

Those regulations include the National Environmental Policy Act, 
Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act, Clean Air Act, 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and Migratory Bird Conservation Act.
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Building Situational Awareness – New Federal Policies

Regional Sustainable Recreation and Tourism Exposure

 Tribal Partners
 NGOs
 Contractors
 Cities and Towns
 Counties
 Regional JPAs
 State Agencies
 Federal Agencies 



Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Projects

Updates from Sierra Jobs First

• 47 Catalyst applications in review 
(15 Sustainable Rec & Tourism)

• Governing Council Mtg – March 21

• Waiting for Implementation RFP

• Role of Industry Sector 
Coordinators

• Contact

• jobsfirst@sierrabusiness.org
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Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Projects

UPDATE NEEDED

January 9 notifications 

have been bumped to 

January 10 in respect to 

the passing of President 

Jimmy Carter.

January 6, 2025



Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Projects

Opportunities for Recreation & 
Tourism Projects

• Free Funding Advice

• Free Policy Advice

• Free Technical Assistance

• Free Working Group

• Submitted Catalyst Projects

• New Projects that line up 
with the Regional Strategy
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Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Projects

Pages 70 
through 
80 of the 
Regional 
Strategy



Sierra Jobs First: Industry Sector Coordinator Outreach 

Mathew Galvan – Sierra Focus Media
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Sierra Jobs First: Industry Sector Coordinator Outreach 

Andie Stewart – MLTPA Foundation
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Sierra Jobs First: Industry Sector Coordinator Outreach 

Questions / Updates from Industry Sector Coordinators

• Sierra Focus Media

• MLTPA 
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Kaela Frank, Project Navigator
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Increased Access
• Prioritizing better access to public lands and waters for diverse recreational 

activities, creating more opportunities for outdoor experiences.

Technology Modernization
• Enhancing visitor experiences through increased broadband availability, digital 

recreation passes, and improved data collection systems.

Streamlined Permitting
• Reducing permitting fees and simplifying processes for small businesses like 

guides and outfitters who rely on public land access.

Infrastructure Investments
• Funding restoration and modernization projects for campgrounds, trails, and 

other recreational facilities on public lands.



Federal Updates

Long-Distance Trails
• Promoting the creation of new long-distance biking trails through the "Biking on 

Long-Distance Trails (BOLT) Act”

Inclusivity
• Emphasizing accessibility for people with disabilities, veterans, and youth by 

creating more inclusive outdoor spaces and programs

Gateway Community Support
• Addressing housing shortages and infrastructure challenges in communities 

surrounding public lands to foster sustainable economic development

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP)
• Codifying the ORLP program to provide grant funding for developing parks and 

trails in underserved communities



Federal Updates

Rock Climbing Protection
• Safeguarding rock climbing access in iconic wilderness areas

Management Improvements
• Providing land managers with new tools to manage recreation on public lands 

sustainably.
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Partner Updates – In Alphabetical Order 

 Alpine County
 BLM
 CALTRANS
 City of Bishop
 HT National Forest, USFS
 Inyo County
 Inyo National Forest, USFS
 Mono County
 National Park Service
 Town of Mammoth Lakes



Thank You - ! 
Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday, March 3, 2025 @ 3:30

Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30


