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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies
of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes
during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their

native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes

and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited

to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, NUumu (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),
Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nilmi terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in
this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more
widely known, place name is Payahuunadii (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to
recognize the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in
anticipation of a better future.



What is the ESSRP

v

EASTERN SIERRA

Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal,
local, state, and federal government agencies
and a regional voice for sustainable outdoor
recreation in California.”



What is the ESSRP

Sierra Jobs First
Recreation and Tourism Industry Sector
* Role of the ESSRP

« Ongoing Information Sharing

 SJF Recreation and Tourism
Working Group Updates

BT Endsylocddne 1!



Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
« Board Members + Staff
* Tours and Board Meeting
» September 2-3
* Mono County



Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells

Visit Inyo

e Rebecca Brinegar, Author



Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells

Sierra Works

» Sierra Focus Media

 MLTPA Foundation
 Mathew Galvan
« Team MLTPA



Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells

MLTPA Foundation
 Andie Stewart

* Research and Policy
mltpa_logo_greenonwhite_2025.png AnaIySt



Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells

MLTPA Foundation
 Jack Yates

* Project Specialist
mltpa_logo_greenonwhite_2025.png



Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area /
Mammoth Lakes Recreation
» Craig Albright

* Vice President of Skier
Services, MMSA

* President, MLR

mltpa_logo_gree




Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells

U.S. Congressman Kevin Kiley
« Natalia Vasquez-Pavichevich

* District Representative



Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells

Winter Wildlands
« David Page

e Executive Director



Winter Wildlands
« David Page

e Executive Director



Hot Links August 31, 2026

« Welcome
« What is the ESSRP
« Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP)
« Review the critical documents of the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership
« Origin Story
* Inyo National Forest Land Management Plan
« Eastern Sierra Recreation Collaborative
« Sierra Works
« Sierra Works: Discover
«  Welcomes, Giving Thanks, and Farewells
« Welcome
« SNC Board of Directors
 Sierra Nevada Conservancy to host quarterly Board meeting in Mono County
* Rebecca Brinegar
« Farewells
e Sierra Works — Mat Galvan, Sierra Focus Media
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Memorable Projects

2026 forecasting for Tyler Andrews setting the new speed ascent
record on Mount Everest (with oxygen), ShrS5min.

2026 forecasting for Erin Ton setting the new women's roundtrip
FKT on Aconcagua, 6hr33min.

2026 forecasting for Colin O'Brady solo, unsupported crossing of
Antarctica (ended at South Pole).

2025 forecasting for Frangois D'Haene setting a new FKT (Fastest
Known Time) on Nolan's 14 in Colorado, with a supported time of
35hr34min (South to North).

2024 forecasting for Jack Kuenzle setting a new ski FKT (Fastest
Known Time) on Mont Blanc from Chamonix, France of 4:59:50,
6/5/2024.

2024 forecasting for Chris Fisher setting a new FKT (Fastest Known
Time) on Ama Dablam from village to summit and back in
11hr20min (ascent time of 6hrd4min), 11/3/2024,

2024 forecasting for Luke Nelson running the Snowman Race in
Bhutan,

2023 forecasting for Chris Warner completing all 8000m peaks.
Only second American to complete all fourteen 8000-meter peaks.
Chris finished with Nanga Parbat, GI&GII, Broad Peak, and then
finalty Manaslu on 9/20/2023,

2023 forecasting for Eric Gilbertson completing all Snow Leopard
Peaks (Five highest in former Soviet Union). Eric and climbing
partner Andreas finished with Communism Peak on 8/16/2023.
2023 forecasting for Jack Kuenzle setting new FKT (Fastest Known
Time) roundtrip of Denali in 10:14:57 (6/4/2023).

2020-2021 forecasting for Mingma G and Team during the first-

ever joint summit of K2 in Winter.
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Outreach

 EASTERNSIERRAWID.com

e Other Resources:

Business/Local one sheet

Visitor handouts: postcard, table tent
Poster

Email/Website banner

A-Frames and road signhage

Social media and digital assets

* https://monocounty.ca.gov/economi
c/page/mono-county-fish-wildlife-

programs

* https://www.vcptoolkit.org/golden-

mussels
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Bob Gardner’s Federal Check in and Update






Sierra Jobs First CATALYST Projects
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* ESCOG - Chipmunk Canyon Trails Existing Conditions Analysis



* ESCOG - Chipmunk Canyon Trails Existing Conditions Analysis



* ESCOQG - Eastern Sierra Recreation Collaborative



* MLTPA — Campgrounds — Pleasant Valley









* MLTPA — Campgrounds — Utica Rocky Point















* MLTPA — Towns to Trails Westside



























* MLTPA — Towns to Trails Westside



* MLTPA — Towns to Trails Westside

East Side Sierra California
Towns to Trails




* MLTPA — Eastern Sierra Education and Recreation Jobs Creation
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Sierra Jobs First: Recreation and Tourism

STATE LEADERSHIP
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#CABUDGET INFO

Updated end-of-session budget bill
information

Hearings, analyses, and bill texts planned or available online

JASON SISNEY
AUG 30, 2026

End-of-session California state budget bills are expected for floor
votes in the Senate and Assembly on Monday, August 31, and
Tuesday, September 1. The list of bills in the end-of-session package
is here. The primary budget amendment bill, AB 113/SB 113, includes
an urgency clause to facilitate votes on September 1 as discussed

here.

Analyses of the end-of-session budget bills are now online in

both houses, as linked to my updated post here.

My earlier posts (noted by links to “here” in the paragraphs above)

contain answers to some questions I have received.
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Let me start by saying THANK YOU to all of the organizations who worked hard to advocate for
Prop 4 allocations to support 30x30 and to enact SB 35 to ensure that this funding will be

disbursed quickly and efficiently. SB 35 was signed into law by the Governor earlier this
summer.
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Let me start by saying THANK YOU to all of the organizations who worked hard to advocate for
Prop 4 allocations to support 30x30 and to enact SB 35 to ensure that this funding will be
disbursed quickly and efficiently. SB 35 was signed into law by the Governor earlier this

summer.

But the package also reflects some reasons for concern. Much of the conservation spending is
financed with one-time Prop 4 bond dollars, while relatively little new General Fund money is
directed to the state's core biodiversity programs or the agencies responsible for protecting fish,
wildlife, and habitat. Further, when SB 113 is enacted, we will have spent 61% of Prop 4 in only two
budget cycles, leaving approximately 39% left for out years. This is a relatively quick spend-out of

the bond.
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Let me start by saying THANK YOU to all of the organizations who worked hard to advocate for
Prop 4 allocations to support 30x30 and to enact SB 35 to ensure that this funding will be
disbursed quickly and efficiently. SB 35 was signed into law by the Governor earlier this

summer.

But the package also reflects some reasons for concern. Much of the conservation spending is

financed with one-time Prop 4 bond dollars, while relatively little new General Fund money is
directed to the state's core biodiversity programs or the agencies responsible for protecting fish,
wildlife, and habitat. Further, when SB 113 is enacted, we will have spent 61% of Prop 4 in only two
budget cycles, leaving approximately 39% left for out years. This is a relatively quick spend-out of

the bond.

Moreover, while Prop 4 was advertised as an opportunity for competitive grants — for
organizations large and small, this bill directs a substantial amount of funding instead through

earmarks, including many projects with only a limited connection to biodiversity or natural
resources conservation.
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e Calaveras County
e City of Truckee

I Contra Costa

East Bay Regional Park District

* Mariposa County
* Mendocino

B Napa County

* Plumas County
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fLos Anaeles Times




Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



('A IANRfS FTRMAT

T TSM & OUTDOOR RECREATION COHORT




Haﬁﬁenings of Interest




Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest



Happenings of Interest

Because USFS pays to build logging roads and because the agency was facing a budget

crisis, it was easier just to put a hard no on building more than it was to pull money
from other priorities. And, fortunately for then-Chief Mike Dombeck, there was a

relatively easy solution on the table.

Beginning in the 1970s, USFS had begun inventorying its as-yet undeveloped acres as

part of the Roadless Area Review and Evaluation.

The solution? Simply adopting an agency-wide rule that stated USFS would no longer

build new roads in designated “Roadless” areas.



Happenings of Interest

What The Roadless Rule Is Not

[ want to make sure everyone understands this: The Roadless Rule does not ban road
construction in national forests. It only bans USFS from paying to build roads for the

purpose of supporting logging projects, obviously in the areas “protected” by the rule.
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Things Common to All Alternatives

1. No changes are proposed to state-specific rules for Idaho and
Colorado

2. No alternatives would compel the amendment or revision of any
land management plan. While the rulemaking would not require such
changes, plans may be amended in any manner whatsoever and are
revised periodically (16 U.S.C. 1604(f)). Local responsible officials (forest
supervisors and regional foresters) would continue to have discretion to
amend or revise a land management plan as deemed necessary.

Thank Gaia for that one!

3. Any future administrative changes, amendments, or revisions to
land management plans would comply with NFMA and planning
regulations (36 CFR 219 or the planning directives at FSM 1920 and
FSH 1909.12).

It sounds as if, for Alternative 1, forests who wanted to go into the Areas Formerly
Known as IRAs would have to do a plan amendment because the management as an IRA
was incorporated into post-2001 plans and pre -2001 plans would automatically revert?
Others probably understand more.

4. No alternatives would compel or authorize site-specific ground
disturbing activities.

5.The reasonable exercise of reserved or outstanding rights for
access, occupancy, and use of National Forest System lands within
inventoried roadless areas would not be affected. The rights include
those that exist by law or by treaty. They include, but are not limited to,
the right to provide reasonable access across National Forest System
lands to private property, mining claims for locatable minerals under the
1872 Mining Law, land uses protected by Native American treaty rights,
and uses under the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act.

| know some folks have raised red flags about strategic minerals. Those are (almost all)
locatable and subject to the 1872 Mining Act. So the 2001 is no protection against folks
mining them.

6. All alternatives would allow for the continuation, transfer, or
renewal of existing land-use authorizations for activities in roadless
areas. "Authorizations” refer to land uses allowed under a special use
permit, contract, or similar legal instrument. Numerous types of lands and
recreation-related authorizations are issued for occupancy and use of
National Forest System lands.
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Happenings of Interest - Climate

CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT Ehe New York Eimes
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Next Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, September 22






* ESCOG - Chipmunk Canyon Trails Existing Conditions Analysis



* ESCOQG - Eastern Sierra Recreation Collaborative



ESSRP Update
August 31, 2026



Partner Updates — In REVERSE Alphabetical Order

= Town of Mammoth Lakes

= National Park Service

= Mono County

* |nyo National Forest, USFS
* |nyo County

= HT National Forest, USFS
= ESCOG

= City of Bishop

= CALTRANS

= BLM

= Alpine County




Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30

Thank You - !
Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday, October 5, 2026 @ 3:30




