MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
United StatesForest Service
Town of Mammoth Lakes
Countyof Mono
Mammoth CommunityWater District
Mammoth Lakes Fire ProtectionDistrict
MammothMountain Ski Area
NationalPark Service
California Departmentof Transportation,
City of Los Angeles
California LahontanRegionalWater Quality Control Board,
MammothLakesTrails and PublicAccess
PARTIES.
The Parties to this MEMORANDUM OF TINIDERSTANDING (MOU) are as set
forth above. This MOU is a non-binding documentwhich reflects the interestof each of the
Partiesin cooperativelypursuing the Purposeof this MOU as set forth in Section II. Each of
the Parties has jurisdiction over or influence affecting the lands and waters in and
surroundingthe Town which may be accessibleby members of the public for recreationand
enjoyment.
When meeting or acting in their collective capacities,the Partiesare referredto below
and may be referred to publicly as the "Mammoth Lakes Trails and Public Access
Commission." ["Trails Commission" for purposesof this MOU].
This MOU is formally known as the "Mammoth Lakes Trails and Public Access
Memorandumof Understanding". ["Trails CommissionMOU" for purposesof this MOU]. It
may be referredto publicly as the "MLTPA MOU."
il.

PURPOSE; AREA OF INFLUENCE.

The Town containsand is surroundedby forests,meadows,lakes and waterwaysthat
constitutesome of the most accessible,pristine public lands in the Sierra, and indeed in the
country. All Partiesto this MOU have an interest in preservingthese lands on behalf of the
public, and the public has a right to enjoy the experiencestheselandscan provide.
Therefore, the Purpose of this MOU is to establish and provide a working
public/private cooperativeframework, or collaborativeplanning process, directedtoward the
establishment and maintenance of a system of public trails providing reasonable access to
and enjoyment of public lands that are both within and surround the Town.
The Town's Area of Influence consists of approximately 125 square miles of land
surroundingthe Town. Subjectto more preciseplanning or mapping, that shall become the
Area of Influence for the application of this MOU and any agreementsamong the parties, or
any of them, which may come about as a result of this MOU.

IL

CONSISTENCYWITH APPLICABLE LAWS.

Public lands are owned by the people and held in trust for them by various
governmental agencies created by them. The people have a right to enjoy those lands
consistent with applicable laws governing their use by and preservationfor all the people.
Unless otherwise agreed by an affected Party, this MOU is meant to be applied and
interpreted in a manner consistentwith all applicable laws, chartersand ordinances,and by
rules and regulationspromulgated by any agency which is a Party to this MOU, and by the
budget polices of any such agency. It is understoodthat no action by the Trails Commission
shall be binding on any such agency without the consentof its governing body or relevant
authorizing agent.
UI.

THE COLLABORATIVE

PLANNING CONCEPT.

The individual Parties to this MOU have various responsibilitieswith respectto the
issue of accessto public lands. Each Party recognizes,however, that in carrying out those
responsibilities,its efforts may be enhancedby joint planning and general cooperationwith
the other entities which have iurisdiction over or influence on activities within the Area of
Influence.
All Partiesagteethat collaborativeplanning in selectedareasof emphasismay have a
synergistic effect that enhancesthe efTortsof any one Party. For example, in order to avoid
confusion on the part of members of the public seeking accessto public lands, it would be
desirable to have a consistent,integrated system of trails, trail-marking and signage. This
would in tum engenderconfidencein membersof the public that their govemmentalagencies
are working harmoniouslyin the public interest.
A collaborativeplanning processpresupposessignificant involvement of members of
the public at every reasonableopportunity. Therefore, to the extent necessaryto carry out the
objectives of this MOU, the Partiesagreeto scheduleand publicly notice meetingsto discuss
planning conceptsas well as specific plans which may be recommendedfor implementation
by agenciesor entitieswhich are party to this MOU. Members of the public will be urged to
actively participatein the meetings.
The Partiesto this MOU agreethat their representativesparticipating in meetingsand
actions of the Trails Commission shall refer all matters requiring action by a Party to that
Party's decision-makingbody or agent. For example,matters requiring action by the Town
shall be refened to the Town Council; mattersrequiring action by the USFS shall be referred
to the Forest Supervisor (or such other person whose approval is required). The Parties
further agree that they will take reasonably expeditious action on any such matters.

IV.

PROCEDI]RES.

fbr the conductof the
The Partiesto this MOU may adoptRules and Procedures
businessand meetingsof the Trails Commission. Otherwiseactionsshall be taken by a
majority of thosePartiespresentand voting at a meetingcalledfor the purposeof taking
to
any of the provisionsof this MOU or any recommendations
actionunderor implementing
parties
agents
of
the
to
this
MOU.
the governingbodiesor authorized

Sincethe purposeis so well definedand so obviouslyfor the greatergood of the
public,the proceduralgoal of the Partiesis to createa systemwhich operatesby consensus
withoutthe rancorandrecriminationwhich often
on the basisof open,intelligentdiscussion
occursin publicdebate.Meetingswill be conductedandactionstakenin thatspirit.
V.

AREAS OF EMPHASIS.
A.

Evolving Process.

As the Trails Commission pursues its objectives under this MOU, it will develop
various plans and implementation strategiesfor recommendationto the governing bodies or
authorized agents of the Parties to this MOU. Its efforts will evolve in responseto its
deliberations and to information and ideas offered by members of the public and other
interestedentities and agencies.
B.

Initial Areas of Emphasis.

A first task of the Trail Commission will be to develop, hold public hearings on as
deemedby the Partiesto be necessary, and adopt a list of initial areasof emphasisrelevant to
the Purposeof this MOU.
VI.

GENERAL MATTERS.
A.

Freedom of Information Act (X'OIA).

Any information furnished to the United StatesForest Service under this MOU is
subjectto the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).
B.

Participation in Similar Activities.

This MOU in no way restrictsany Parfy hereto from participating in similar activities
with other public or private agencies,organizations,and/or individuals.
C.

Commencement:Expiration; Termination.

This MOU takes effect upon the date the last of the signatorieshereto has executed
this MOU and shall remain in effect for a period of five (5) years from such date unless
extended. This MOU may be extendedor amendedupon requestof any party hereto and the
further written agreement of each Party. Any Party to this MOU may terminate its
participation in this MOU, and remove itself as a Party hereto, by written notice the other
Parties.
D.

Responsibilities of Parties.

The Parties to this MOU and their respectiveagencies,officers, employees and/or
agents will handle their own activities and utilize their own resources, including the
expenditureof their own funds, in pursuing the purposesherein set forth. Each party will
carry out its separateactivities in a coordinatedand mutually beneficialmanner.

E.

PrinciPal Contacts of Parties.

The principal contacts of each Party to this MOU are set forth on Exhibit A attached
hereto.
F.

Non-Fund Obligatins Document.

Nothing in this MOU shall obligate any Party hereto to obligate or transfer funds.
Specific work projects or activities that involve the transfer of funds, services,or properfy
between or among the Parties,or any of them, will require execution of separateagreements
and be contingent upon the availability of appropriate funds, any must be independently
authorized by the appropriate statutory authority, where applicable under the practices, rules
or regulations of any Parfy.
G.

EstablishmentofResponsibilitv.

This MOU is not intended to and does not create any right, benefit, or trust
responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity, by any Party against
any other Party, or its agencies,officers, employees,or agents,or any individual.
H.

Authorized Representatives.

By signaturebelow, the each Party certifies that the individuals signing this document
on behalf of such Party, or listed in this documentsas a contact for such Party, are authorized
to act in their respectiveareasfor mattersrelatedto this MOU.
WHEREFORE, the Parties to this MOU execute the same as set forth hereinafter.
This MOU may be executedin counter-parts,each of which shall be deemedan original and
which shall be retainedbv the Trails Commission.
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